
ARTISTS ELEVATED
AN ENDOWMENT CAMPAIGN TO UPLIFT 

INDIVIDUAL ARTISTS THROUGH INVESTMENT



How does it make you feel? How does it help you connect to others and the world around you?

Artists are essential to our economy, our society and our daily lives. You may buy a concert ticket 

or purchase a book, but how the musician or writer — the artist — impacts your life goes beyond 

the initial experience. It stays with you. It is a challenge to quantify meaningful memories, but 

they matter.

Prior to the pandemic, Columbus’ creative economy was a $9 billion industry that employed 

nearly 61,000 people — rivaling the tourism and travel industry. In a few short months, billions 

of dollars vanished and so did employment opportunities. The pandemic has brought inequity 

to the forefront. Artists are central to that story, and their lack of stable funding is central to our 

campaign. 

Now is the moment to reimagine how the creative sector is funded and how artists are 

supported. 

Because throughout all of this, it is the artists who have helped us heal. They provide inspiration 

and hope and help us transcend barriers. Their work continues to encourage change and 

remind us of the best of humanity. 

They elevate our lives and now is the time to elevate theirs.

The Greater Columbus Arts Council is launching Artists Elevated — an endowment campaign to 

uplift individual artists through investment.  

We envision a thriving Columbus where the arts matter to all of us. The first step to realizing 

that vision is to invest in the individual artists that uplift our community in order to support their 

contributions to our shared experience. And it begins with you. 

CAN INDIVIDUAL ARTISTS 
INFLUENCE SOCIAL AND 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
ACROSS OUR COMMUNITY?

THEY ALREADY ARE.

AND WITH YOUR INVESTMENT, 
THEY CAN DO EVEN MORE.

Tom Katzenmeyer
President and CEO
Greater Columbus Arts Council

Caroline “Inspires” Bennett

STORYTELLER, SPOKEN WORD ARTIST, AND VOCALIST

Photo by David Mason III

Envision an artist 

Envision an artist’s work
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WHY SUPPORT INDIVIDUAL ARTISTS?

afraid of the light

Running on the dark streets

A girl of the night

Wasting all of my nights I coulda been home

I coulda been using my mind but I wasn’t strong

I coulda been feeding my brain making beautiful things

Wasting my life

Wasting my life

Wasting my life, my life

Wasting my life

Songs for the Struggle  “I Didn’t Know”

I didn’t know what I was doingthrowing my life awayI didn’t know I what I was doingwasting all those daysDoing cocaine thinking I was so strange
Not knowing who I wasNot knowing I was me.

I didn’t know what I was sayingcursing all God made I didn’t know what I was sayingswearing my life awayKilling my spirit, I couldn’t feel itNot knowing my worth

Individual artists are at the heart of the 
creative economy. Their remarkable impact is often 

overlooked, touching almost every sector from infrastructure to 

health and wellness.

It is artists’ constructive influence on the social development of 

our community that represents their most valuable and lasting 

contribution. The power of individual artists’ voices forces us to ask 

the hard questions, enables us to generate the ability to heal and 

to handle our grief, and engage in civil discourse while connecting 

us to a reality outside ourselves. It is because of these contributions 

that investing in individual artists will fuel 
our economy and help us cultivate a more 
balanced society. 

Elaine Richardson
“DR. E,” INSPIRATIONAL SOUL QUEEN AND COLUMBUS 
ARTIST

Artist and advocate Dr. E, the Inspirational Soul Queen, has a 

voice that resonates before she even sings a note. 

That voice is her story: the improbable but true life of a sex 

trafficked teenager who recovered, earned a doctorate and 

became a university professor. The telling of that journey from 

seemingly insurmountable circumstances to the aspirational 

strata of academia and creative accomplishment.

As a vocalist, Dr. E evokes the tone and feel of Betty Wright and 

a Bluebelles-era Patti LaBelle. As a songwriter, she poetically 

delivers her own experiences in a genre-melding set of funk, 

soul and R&B tracks.

INSPIRE. FEEL. CONNECT. 

Of $41 billion in economic activity 

statewide, Columbus’ creative 

economy generated $9.1 billion 

and supported more than 60,000 

jobs totaling over $3 billion in 

wages and proprietor income

Prior to COVID-19, Ohio’s 

creative economy…

Contributed 

in economic activity
$41

 Billion

Due to COVID-19…

in total loss of 

revenue for

creative workers

$1.8
Billion

Ohio’s highest unemployment

rates are within the arts

and entertainment 

industry
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 Individual artists 
contribute to the fabric of 
Columbus by impacting 

social and economic 
development

Americans for the Arts

Generated over $4.5 billion in 

federal, state and local 

tax revenue annually
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"In the arts community I’ve been 
given the opportunity to 
collaborate and work alongside 
world-class artists as well as 
business partners around the 
city, at a relatively early point in 
my career. I’m not sure I could 
have had these opportunities in 
another city." 
— AMANDA BETTIN, HORTICULTURE   

     DESIGN

“It’s not about being rich, it’s 
about having opportunities to 
pay your way. If an artist can 
showcase their art, have a 
platform, and be exposed, they 
are able to contribute to equity 
because they have an income 
stream and what they produce 
becomes valuable to people.” 
— CURTIS J. MOODY, CHAIRMAN OF   

     THE BOARD, MOODY NOLAN

“Having artists and creative 
people occupy a prominent role 
in the city and its culture makes it 
a more interesting place. Artists 
have a different perspective. 
Because Columbus is a heavily 
white-collar town, an ecosystem 
of artists creates vibrancy. They 
are part of the soul of a good 
community.” 
— MICHAEL BONGIORNO, BOARD   

     CHAIR, GCAC BOARD OF TRUSTEES,  

     AND MANAGING PRINCIPAL &   

     DESIGN DIRECTOR, AECOM

"I wrote my first poem at age 
eight in Arabic. I believe that 
having this poetic soul within is 
what helped me learn English so 
quickly, because poetry is 
intuition. I felt the rhythm and 
meaning of the words before I 
learned their English translation, 
before I knew correct grammar, 
but once I filled the gaps and 
could use them in sentences, I 
did so very naturally.” 
— SARA ABOU RASHED, POET

“20 years ago, I would not have 
considered Columbus to be an 
arts city. There were pockets of 
art, but it didn’t feel like it was 
threaded throughout the city. 
Now it does, and it makes the 
city more interesting through 
different representation of artists’ 
work. The arts add to the fabric 
of our community.”  
— JANELLE COLEMAN, VICE   

    PRESIDENT, CORPORATE    

    PHILANTHROPY AND COMMUNITY   

    ENGAGEMENT, AEP

"I often find myself reflecting on 
the biggest questions in life. 
Making art might be my natural 
coping mechanism to dealing 
with the unanswerable questions 
that plague us humans.” 
— ERIC RAUSCH, CERAMIST    

    /SCULPTOR

A COMMUNITY
BUILT BY ARTISTS
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A REIMAGINED
ENDOWMENT CAMPAIGN

You can influence individual 

artists lives, and the life of our 

community, through investment.

Artists Elevated will recognize individual 

artists for their contributions and creativity. 

The GCAC Community Endowment Fund, 

which resides at The Columbus Foundation, 

is established with over $880,000 invested 

since 2014. We aren’t stopping there. 

Our goal is to reach a total of $2 

million for the endowment by the 

end of 2021. This would allow GCAC to 

immediately begin distributing awards to 

individual artists, and the award will only 

continue to grow over time.

This is part of our long-term plan to diversify 

funding streams to sustain our work and the 

work of individual artists who play a critical 

role in our society and economy. In recent 

years, we have fueled more innovative artist 

opportunities than ever before, leading 

to more arts and cultural experiences in 

Columbus.

Just as an artist evolves their craft overtime, 

an endowment builds upon your investment 

in perpetuity. If artists are to provide their 

services for the improvement of social and 

economic development, they must be 

compensated and afforded the freedom to 

think, work and act on their creative insights. 

The most valuable means of 

recognizing individual artists is 

by investing in their creativity and 

artistic vision. 

Artists Elevated will not only provide direct 

support over time to uplift artists, but also the 

community. From social justice to corporate 

partnerships, individual artists stimulate 

conversation and encourage cultural 

exchange. By supporting individual artists, you 

are directly empowering our community, our 

economy and our culture. 

I ask you to join me in making 
Columbus a city where all artists know 

they can thrive and create every day.

Columbus is fortunate to have a notable 

and substantial creative class — from prolific 

artists such as Aminah Brenda Lynn Robinson 

to voices on national platforms such as Nina 

West. Artists like these are the spirit and soul 

of our community.

Life is unpredictable. If 2020 has taught 

me anything it is that life without the arts is 

devoid of meaning. As philanthropists and 

arts advocates, it is our responsibility to 

nurture artists and provide the support they 

need to flourish. 

The Artists Elevated endowment 
campaign will ensure artists have 
a secure future and our collective 
community joy remains vibrant. 
 

The arts have the ability to paint the world 

with inclusive brushstrokes — colors, 

traditions and meaningful words tied together 

with cultural threads.  

Who are the best equipped to give us 

that world? Artists who live and work in 

Columbus.

The time is now to look toward the future 

and to embrace, and invest in, artists.

For me, gift planning will ensure that 

happens.  I want to leave my children and 

grandchildren, neighbors and friends with a 

future that is overflowing with the arts. 

ACTIVATION FOR ARTISTS
Barbara K. Brandt
COMMUNITY ARTS ADVOCATE AND ARTISTS ELEVATED DONOR

Photo courtesy of Hixon Dance
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GCAC KNOWS HOW TO 
GROW INVESTMENTS

"The collaborative spirit of Columbus is one of 
the most unique aspects of its culture that I 
haven't found anywhere else." 
— CELESTE MALVAR-STEWART, FASHION AND FABRIC ARTIST

We were able to do this because of the generous investments of the 
Columbus community.

• Donors answered the call when we created a record-setting emergency 

fund for individual artists.

• Sponsors allowed us to keep their gifts even though events did not occur.

• Elected officials made significant investments even with competing 

pressures for public funds.

• Travelers and ticket buyers continued to visit Columbus as bed tax and 

ticket fee revenues were better than we predicted.

We leverage public support with private donations. We mitigate risk by making 

strategic investments while maintaining cash reserves. We empower our 

community to uplift the arts and artists because their success is a driver of our 

economy.

In 2018, GCAC experienced stable growth as the creative economy was on an 

upward trajectory. In 2019, we secured new investments from the ticket fee 

and from Franklin County. And then the world shut down — in 2020, we saw $4 

million vanish from our budget. 

While the original budget for 2020 was $17.8 million, our board and staff 

worked diligently to revise the budget to $9.2 million. As we counseled our 

grantees to review their budgets quarterly, so did we. The financial forecast 

evolved as the year progressed and we are very proud to report that we ended 

2020 at $11.5 million, which was $1 million more than 2019. 

Through research and experience, it is proven that a thriving creative class 

bolsters social and economic development. Columbus is a vibrant example 

of how public and private investment in the arts can ensure sustainability and 

advance the greater good.

Photo by Thomas Nichols
Image created in collaboration with Celeste Malvar-Stewart, Fashion and Fabric 

Artist; Tariq Tarey, Photographer; Priscilla, Model; and Benji Robinson, Musician
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ARTISTS ANSWER THE CALL DELIVER BLACK DREAMS

Artists are, and always 
will be, the first to 
answer the call. 
Despite a global pandemic, an economic crisis, and social 
and racial injustice, artists are broadening understanding 
and inspiring new levels of connection.

By using their art form to articulate both suffering and joy, 
artists elevate and revel in our common humanity.

Artists answered the call by giving our city 
a place to go — to understand, to grieve 
and to unite.

Late summer arrived and the murals were 
slowly taken down, but GCAC, CAPA and 
the artists of our community wanted to 
ensure the murals were preserved and the 
dialogue sustained.

Deliver Black Dreams, a campaign of, by, 
and for Black people, utilizes public art as 
a launch point for a sustained and future-
oriented approach to achieving racial equity 
in Columbus. 

On Monday morning, June 1, 2020, GCAC, 
in partnership with CAPA, launched 
#ArtUnitesCbus — an initiative to pay 
Columbus-based visual artists to paint 
murals on plywood adhered to Columbus 
storefronts.

Just days earlier, George Floyd was 
murdered at the hands of Minneapolis 
police, resulting in a wave of protests 
throughout the country and in Columbus. 

You see, these weren’t just any murals. They 
were filled with love and hope following the 
loss of life, and a cry for change for a better 
future.

Mural artists include: Marcus William Billingsley, Hakim Callwood, Shelbi 

Harris-Roseboro, Lisa McLymont, Francesca Miller, and April Sunami

Mural located along Fifth Avenue | Photo by Michael Bongiorno

“Deliver Black Dreams is more than a campaign. It is a commitment. It is about connecting 

cultural products such as public art to tangible systemic change that reimagines a world 

where all of us can thrive. Deliver Black Dreams is centered in a Black voice and affirms that 

Black Lives Matter AND if they do then we must make a commitment to Deliver Black Dreams.” 

— MARSHALL SHORTS, CREATIVE DIRECTOR AND DESIGNER

Lisa McLymont
DELIVER BLACK DREAMS MURAL DESIGNER
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“I am inspired by words. The foundation of 

each piece I create is the layering of words 

throughout each canvas. I feel that words of 

inspiration are the soul of my work. Words 

have power and my goal as an artist is to 

create art that evolves with each viewing. 

DREAMS LIVE. Hip hop is the soundtrack to 

my visual lyricism. Growing up in the ‘90s in 

what I refer to as the golden age of hip hop, I 

was drawn to the lyrical power of the culture. 

The poetry of hip hop seeped into my soul 

at an early age. The beats were amazing but 

the words resonated. Hip hop was food 

to my soul and to this day, informs my 

work as an artist.” 

— LANCE JOHNSON, PAINTER

Lance Johnson with his painting “Evolve,” an interactive piece painted live during the 

Columbus Museum of Art’s virtual Wonderball event that allowed viewers to submit 

words for the artist to consider incorporating into his work. Photo by Dave Toth.
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OUR MISSION is to support and advance the arts 

and cultural fabric of Columbus. 

WE ENVISION a thriving Columbus where the arts 

matter to all of us.

OUR VALUES are our core beliefs, guiding us in the 

work we do. The values that are fundamental to our 

work are:

 

CULTURAL EQUITY

Our transparent grantmaking elevates and supports a 

broad representation of artforms and artists.

CULTURAL CAPITAL

We are diligent stewards of the public and private 

support that drives our work.

SUSTAINING EXCELLENCE

We encourage excellence in the fields of the artists and 

arts organizations that we support, and in their fiscal 

and governance responsibilities.

BUILDING COMMUNITY

Our investments connect the people and places of 

Columbus.

WELCOME ALL

We promote art experiences for those living, working, 

learning, and visiting our city.

INSPIRED ADVOCACY

Communicating the impact of the arts is fundamental 

to the health and vitality of the creative community.

Greater Columbus Arts Council

182 E. Long St.

Columbus, OH 43215

P: 614-224-2606

www.gcac.org

ARTISTS ELEVATED

To live in Columbus is to live among artists. Our cultural 

fabric is woven with stories of hustle and resilience, 

success and triumph. When sewn together, these 

individual threads create a rich and vibrant tapestry 

that is the story of our community. The cover page is 

compiled of photos representing the many artists and 

artforms within our community, provided courtesy of 

Greater Columbus Arts Council.


